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Going from wet to dry 



“Flash Drought” 

 Rapidly developing drought due 
to the lack of precipitation in 
addition to higher than normal 
temperatures  

! Usually associated with Agricultural and 
Meteorological Drought  

! High wind speeds can amplify the impacts too 
 



5.76%	  in	  drought	  
on	  5/8/2012	  

84.35%	  in	  drought	  
on	  10/2/2012	  





The Impact of Temperatures 

















Was this expected ? 









Assessment of 2011 and 2012  
h7p://www.drought.gov/media/pgfiles/CentralUSDroughtAssessment2012.pdf	  



Closing Points 

  2011 was very wet early but started to 
dry out into 2012 

 
  Temperatures played a roll in how 
quickly and intense the drought in 
2012 developed “Flash Drought” 

 
  Forecasts are not always going to pick 
up on drought or flood signals, 
especially rapidly changing conditions 

 
  Extreme events will become more 
frequent in a changing climate 
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